 COLOSSIANS #111  (9-4-14)  
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Colossians 2:12   …having been buried with Him in  [by means of the]  baptism   [bapt. of the H.S.],  in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead  [deaths].   
Were also raised up, SUNEGEIRO v. api; to raise up with from death, physical or spiritual; to raise with.
Just as we died by identification with Christ on the cross, we also were raised up by identification with Him in His resurrection. We are able to walk in a newness of life today because of that spiritual resurrection. Our old person who was identified with Adam died and was buried and the new person who is identified with Christ was created.

The primary stress in these verses lies on the spiritual experience of believers in their union with Christ. The point is, if God is able to raise Jesus Christ from the dead, he can also raise us up from spiritual death to new life.
Read 2 Cor. 2:17.
When you understand this, then you can understand:
Ephesians 2:5-6  …even when we were dead in our transgressions, [the H.S.] made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved) 6) and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

You will notice that the verbs highlighted above are all in the past tense. That means that in a positional sense or in a spiritually completed sense, and because God has already done it, we have already been raised up and are seated with Christ in heavenly places… This is nothing you have to work towards or that comes progressively, so why do people fret over being left out?
The last word in verse 12 is “deaths”, which refers to Christ’s spiritual and physical deaths on the cross.

Colossians 2:13   When you were dead in your transgressions and the un-circumcision of your flesh, He  [H.S.] made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions,
Verbs highlighted above are all in the past tense. As a dead man is unable to help himself, so a man dead in sin or trespasses is unable to help himself.  1 Cor. 2:14 describes the unbeliever, PSYUCHIKOS or soulish man who is spiritually dead. Common Grace is a potential for all who what to hear the truth: Mt.16:16, 1 Thess.1:5.
A "trespass" is the crossing or violation of a standard. Instead of being dead in trespasses, the Christian has been made positionally dead to sin or circumcised without hands. Instead of being dead in trespasses, the Christian is positionally dead to sin.
Paul said that He, the Holy Spirit, made us alive while we were dead (sp.) and while we were in our uncircumcised condition. See PP
The term "uncircumcised" refers to both male and female, unqualified to be identified with Jesus Christ. God sees all unbelievers in a similar way as He saw uncircumcised Jewish males; they were unacceptable to Him and were not identified with the Abrahamic Covenant. 

During the Age of the Jews when a Jewish male was circumcised, he became qualified for Temple worship and was identified with the Nation of Israel. 

When someone in the Church Age believes the gospel, he or she is circumcised with a circumcision made without hands and becomes part of the body of Christ and is permanently identified with Jesus Christ through the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
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For our condemnation to be put on Jesus Christ, we had to be condemned by Adam’s sin at birth instead of by our personal sins which would have made us personally responsible for them. God did not condemn us for our personal sins but for Adam’s sin so that Jesus Christ could take care of our personal sins. He died for all, even unbelievers. They go to hell, not for their sins but because they rejected Jesus Christ, His death for them, and His gift of perfect righteousness and eternal life.

COLOSSIANS #112  (9-9-14)   

Millions of people try to be a better person and sin less in order for God to think they are worthy to be saved. What they don’t know can be devastating to them.

Romans 5:8-10   But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  9) Much more then  [with greater reason then, A FORTIORI], having now been justified by His blood  [the cross, the hardest thing God ever did in order to save you],  we shall be saved  [delivered, SOZO]  from wrath through Him.  10) For if  [1st class cond. Clause; if and it is true; since]  when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved  [delivered]  by His life. 
Christ’s death purchased our deliverance from hell, His life enables us to walk in the newness of life, Rom. 6:4. This verse is NOT talking about being saved from the Lake of Fire but refers to the believer being delivered from a wasted life. Christ’s death delivers us from the Lake of Fire but His life delivers us from an unprofitable, unworthy-of-praise-or-glory, life. It refers to being delivered from a meaningless life plagued by MAS, characterized by confusion, fear, and self-induced misery, and experiential divine discipline. 

Such believers who thumb their noses at God and remain ignorant, pathetic losers suffer from God’s wrath. How can God receive glory from believers guilty of ignoring Him and being consumed with the details of life. They will not only miss out on fabulous blessings but will be miserable no matter how much they try to make themselves happy. God means business and does not stand idly by while we defiantly snub Him. 

COLOSSIANS #113  (9-11-14)   

Made, SUZOOPOIEO v. aai; make alive together with someone; to cause to live again together with others, ‘to raise to life together with’.

This verb is used only twice in the N.T. The other place is in the verse we just covered, Eph. 2:5. 

John 5:24   Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.

God exchanged Jesus’ death for our life, Rom. 5:17-19.
Having forgiven [past tense]  us all our transgressions;  CHARIZOMAI part. am; 

to graciously forgive or to pardon. When a person believes the gospel, God forgives every sin he ever committed.
Read: Psa. 103 and focus your attention on the words:  compassionate, loving forgiveness from the Hebrew, CHECED. God will not always strive with us according to our iniquities by way of divine discipline. He knows that we have a fallen nature and takes all that into consideration with great compassion.

So we never have to look back with regret no matter how old we get because our youth is renewed like the eagle who molts and gets a new set of feathers each year. Renewness of soul means that our appreciation and capacity to revere and respect God, to enjoy life and all that His loving kindness 
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gives us, increases as we keep growing in grace and knowledge of His precepts [BD and our application of it]. He forgives all our transgressions up to the point that we acknowledge them each day. He goes way beyond and gives us, who are but dust, BD and super-grace blessings, and receives all the glory when we receive them. What a DEAL !
COLOSSIANS #114  (9-16-14)   

Some believe that the moment a person believes in Jesus Christ’s atonement for them, God forgives all their sins, past, present, and future. However, that is not the case. All sins committed up to that point are forgiven but not future sins. 

All of our sins have been judged and we cannot be condemned for them, but when we commit sins after we have been saved, they are not forgiven until we acknowledge them to God, 1 John 1:9. 
It helps to remember the difference between what takes place in a courtroom and what takes place in a relationship. In a courtroom, forgiveness is never the issue. The only issue is whether one is innocent or guilty. 

However, forgiveness is a big issue when it comes to relationships. When we were born again, we became part of God’s family. So when we offend Him by sinning or breaking His perfect standards, we lose fellowship with Him and may receive divine discipline. But when we confess our sins, He forgives us and restores our relationship with Him. We gain fellowship with Him once again. 

If we don’t confess our sins, we are not condemned to hell because our sins have already gone to court and been judged or paid for. However, we remain out of fellowship with God and run the risk of big-time divine discipline and even the Sin Unto Death. 
Let’s study the next verse as it is translated in the NKJV.
Colossians 2:14  …having wiped out  [as it reads in the NKJV]  the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.
Having wiped out, EXALEIPHO  part. aa; to remove so as to leave no trace; remove, destroy, obliterate; to wipe away, erase or to blot out.
Acts 3:19   Therefore, repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away  [EXALEIPHO; inf. Ap] …

Revelation 3:5   He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.

Psalm 69:28    May they be blotted out of the book of life and may they not be recorded with the righteous.

This verse is explaining why C.A. believers are NOT UNDER THE MOSAIC LAW!

First let’s establish the fact that we are not under the Law:

Romans 6:14    For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace.

1. Jesus Christ lived a perfect sinless life, therefore, He fulfilled the Mosaic Law  [636 laws]  and in a sense, mastered or conquered it. The Law had no power over Him.
2. Since Church Age believers are “in Christ”, the Law has on power over them either.

Romans 8:2   For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 

3. How can the Law still have power over us since we have died to it?

Galatians 2:19   For through the Law I died to the Law, so that I might live to God.

The Law demanded the death penalty for anyone who sins.                                         COL. 1, pg. 113

So, how did we die to the Law?
1) Christ paid that death penalty for all. 

2) Thus the Law killed Him and all those “in Him”, freeing them from the power of the Law.
Romans 7:6   But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter.

4. So, now we are under the Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus. What is that?

a. Ephesians 5:18   And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit.

b. 1 John 1:9   If we confess our sins [takes nothing but humility];, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness  [it requires no payment on our part].
1) Galatians 5:16-18    But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17) For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. 18) But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.
2) The Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus is higher than the Mosaic Law.

Corinthians 3:7-8    But if the ministry of death, in letters engraved on stones,  [Mosaic Law]  came with glory …8) how will the ministry of the Spirit  [Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus]  fail to be even more with glory?

5. When we speak of not being under the Law, we are not saying that we can ignore the universal imperatives such as, “thou shall not kill”. We mean that we are not under the Law as a covenant of works to be thereby justified or condemned. 

6. Furthermore, Codex #2, the Spiritual Laws, often called Ordinances that cover the Holy days, sacrifices, offerings, Levitical priesthood, etc., and Codex #3, the Social Laws, often called Judgments covering laws for crime, health, diet, marriage, divorce, etc., are not pertinent for the Church Age, but for the Age of Israel.

COLOSSIANS #115  (9-18-14)   Review of the above verses and points
Now it is important that we take a look at verse 14 as it is translated in the NASV compared to the above study of it in the NKJV.
Colossians 2:14   …having cancelled out  [as it reads in the NASV]   the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.
EXPIATION is the cancelling out of our debt by the atoning sacrifice for our sins by Jesus Christ’s spiritual death on the cross. This verse declares that not only were our sins paid for, but the record of them was obliterated as well. 
Cancelled out… [NKJV says wiped out];  EXALEIPHO part. aa; to remove so as to leave no trace; to remove, destroy, obliterate, to wipe away, erase, or to blot out.

Acts 3:19   Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away [EXALEIPHO inf. Ap] …

Revelation 3:5    He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.
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Psalm 69:28    May they be blotted out of the book of life and may they not be recorded with the righteous.

The certificate of debt  [NKJV, handwriting], CHIEROGRAPHON (χειρόγραφον), n. asn; This is a compound noun, CHEIR meaning hand  +  GRAPHON meaning something carved, engraved, or written. 

What comes to mind when you think of something that is carved that requires something of you? The 10 Commandments, right? But this refers to something more than just the 10 Commandments; it refers to the entire Mosaic Law! 

So it means something hand-written: a document, specifically a certificate of indebtedness, account, or record of debts. We owe God perfect obedience and He can accept anything less. We could not possibly pay this debt.

“This is a note hand signed by a debtor acknowledging his indebtedness. It is what we call an IOU. It was a record of debts we signed with our own handwriting. Jesus canceled the record of these debts to God.”  Grace Notes  

COLOSSIANS #116  (9-23-14)
Consisting of decrees  [NKJV of requirements],  DOGMA n. dpn; a formal statement concerning rules or regulations that are to be observed; law, ordinance, or rule.
We are indebted to God to obey His laws. They are more than vague, verbal decrees; they are specific laws that are written down. So the law acts as a certificate of requirements that puts us in debt to God.  
Read: Rom. 3:19-24
“God wipes out a number of things in the New Testament: Acts 3:19  [sins];  Rev. 3:5  [name in a book];  7:17  [tears]. Here God wipes out the list of charges against us. God not only forgives our sin but he blots out the record of it. Not only is the handwriting erased but the document itself is removed.”   Gracenotes: Colossians
Which was hostile to us… Since we cannot live up to the standard of the Law, it works against us and opposes us, Rom. 4:15; 5:20; I Cor. 15:56.

Was, EIMI v. iai; the imperfect tense of the verb indicates an ongoing action in the past.

And He has taken it out of the way… AIRO v. rai; to take away, remove, or seize control without suggestion of lifting up; to take away or remove. The perfect tense indicates that God has taken away the indictment against us permanently. The list of sins, charges, grievances, accusations, wrongs, claims, allegations, and complaints that were held against us no longer exist. 
Having nailed it  [the certificate of debt]  to the cross… PROSELOO part. aa; to fasten with nails. It is as if not only Christ was nailed to the cross, but the indictment held against us was nailed to it as well.
COLOSSIANS #117  (9-25-14)
“Jesus for thee a body takes, 

thy guilt assumes, thy fetter breaks, 

discharging all thy dreadful debt; 

and canst thou then such love forget?”

                  ~ Krishna Ral ~
“If God has saved you and raised you from the dead and joined you to a living Christ, why should you go back to a law that you couldn’t keep in the first place?” 
       J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary.
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Our certificate of debt or indictment against us was crucified on the cross at the same time Christ was crucified. Sin was permanently and personally judged on the cross by Jesus' death for our sins.
The law of double-jeopardy is another reason why God cannot hold us responsible for our sins. It would be unjust for Him to punish Christ and to punish us also for the same sin.
John 1:29   The next day, he saw Jesus coming to him and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

Galatians 3:13   Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us-- for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE “…
2 Corinthians 5:19    God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.

Romans 3:24-26   …being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;  25) whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed; 26) for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

All of these verses would be false if Christ’s substitutionary death for us on the cross did not cancel the debt of that the Law that was held against us. Where is that debt today? It no longer exists, it has been obliterated. 
Colossians 2:15   When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him it.

Verses 14 and 15 are one sentence in the Greek.

Disarmed, APEKDUOMAI (ἀπεκδύομαι), part. am; to strip away, to strip off clothing, to disarm someone.
Rulers, ARCHE n. apf; an authority figure who initiates activity or process; ruler, authority.
This word refers to demons who have authority.

John 12:31  Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.

1 Corinthians 15:24   …then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.

Colossians 2:10   …and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority.
Ephesians 3:10   …so that the manifold wisdom of God might now  [in the Church Age]  be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places.
Authorities, EXOUSIA  n. apf; one who has ruling authority, authority, power.
Having triumphed, TRIAMBEUO  part. aa;  to lead in a triumphal procession. 

Before we look into the triumphal procession, we need to understand how Christ triumphed over Satan and his demon armies by dying on the cross. People don’t normally think of death as a victory, we think of it as defeat.
1. It’s all about the angelic conflict.
2. When Adam fell, Satan thought that he had won.
3. He never expected that the Son of God would become a man and take man’s punishment.
4. Satan did everything to keep Christ from getting to the cross.
5. He did everything to try to get Christ to sin.
6. If he could do either one of those two things, he would have proven God to be a liar.
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7. When Christ made it to the cross and died for us, Satan was defeated and so were his demons. He knows that he is in trouble and the time is short. 

8. He has been ACED BY GRACE !!!!!!!!!!

A TRIUMPHAL PROCESSION  demonstrated a general’s successful conquest of the enemy. He would lead his captives through the streets of Rome. Behind him would follow the wretched kings, princes and people of the defeated nation. They were openly branded as his victims and spoil. This was one of the highest honors a Roman general could achieve. This was a common cultural phenomenon in the Roman period of history.  

Certain prerequisites were required for this honor.  

· This general must have been the chief general in the field of battle.  

· The campaign must have been completely successful.  

· A large number of enemy soldiers must have fallen in battle.  

· He must gain an expansion of territory for the Roman Empire.  

Jesus met all these conditions:  

· He was and is the commander-in-chief over all.

· Jesus completely paid for our sins on the cross.
· He conquered death when He rose from the grave.

· Satan and his millions of demons fell in defeat. 

· He secured eternal salvation for all those who believe on him which greatly enlarges God’s family.

(NASV)  
over them through Him.

(NKJV)
over them through it.

(NIV)  
over them through the cross.
The third person personal pronoun AUTOS can be translated as “him”, “her”, or “it”. It should be translated here “it” as it is translated “it” in the previous verse which refers to the Certificate of Debt that was REMOVED or taken out of the way. Here, it refers to the cross where Christ triumphed over Satan and his demons. 
COLOSSIANS #119  (10-2-14)
Since we are “in Christ”, we are intimately and permanently related to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords who is omniscient and omnipotent; He is the ultimate victor and we share in the victories that He has already won.

2 Corinthians 2:14    But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place.

I Corinthians 15:54-57   When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory."  55) "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" 56) The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law;  57)but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 8:37  But in all these things we over- whelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.

As a result believers are delivered from these evil powers which inspire legalistic rules about foods and festivals. 
Colossians 2:16-17- Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival(periodic celebration or festival) or a new moon or a Sabbath day--  17) things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ.

Judge,  KRINO v. pam; to judge, pass an unfavorable judgment upon, criticize, find fault with, condemn

Read: Mark 7:17-23  
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Romans 14:1-3   Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions.  2) One person has faith that he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats vegetables only.  3) The one who eats is not to regard with contempt the one who does not eat, and the one who does not eat is not to judge the one who eats, for God has accepted him.

The Bible names 81 different animals. 
MOSAIC LAW
Leviticus 11:42    'Whatever crawls on its belly, whatever goes on all fours, or whatever has many feet among all creeping things that creep on the earth…   were not to be eaten: 

rabbits
hawks
ostriches 
catfish 
 

moles 
falcons
sea gulls
shrimp

pigs 
eagles
storks
scallops
mice 
ravens
kites
camels
lizards 
owls
vultures
flying insects
chameleons 
bats



But these were good for eating:
 
quail
oxen
calf

pigeon 
lamb
goat

turtledove 
sheep
sparrow

partridge 
venison
locust
Read:Mark 7:14-23

COLOSSIANS #120 (10-7-14)
Read:  Acts 11:1-18

Read: Romans 14:1-23

